§1940.329

§1940.329 Commenting on other Agen-
cies’ EIS’s.

(a) State Directors are authorized to
comment directly on EIS’s prepared by
other Federal agencies. In so doing,
comments should be as specific as pos-
sible. Any recommendations for the de-
velopment of additional information or
analyses should indicate why there is a
need for the material.

(b) Comments should concentrate on
those matters of primary importance
to FmHA or its successor agency under
Public Law 103-354 and on areas of
Agency expertise, such as rural plan-
ning and development. Any potential
conflicts with FmHA or its successor
agency under Public Law 103-354 pro-
grams, plans, or actions should be
clearly identified. Special attention
should be given to the relationship of
the alternatives under study to the
State Office’s natural resource man-
agement guide and the objectives of
the Department’s land use regulation
(exhibit A of this subpart). Copies of
comments addressing land use ques-
tions will be provided to the appro-
priate chairman of the USDA State-
level committee dealing with land use
matters.

(c) Whenever a State Director has se-
rious concerns over the acceptability of
the anticipated environmental im-
pacts, the State Director will notify
the Administrator.

§1940.330 Monitoring.

(@) FmHA or its successor agency
under Public Law 103-354 staff who nor-
mally have responsibility for the post-
approval inspection and monitoring of
approved projects will ensure that
those measures which were identified
in the preapproval stage and required
to be undertaken in order to reduce ad-
verse environmental impacts are effec-
tively implemented.

(b) This staff, as identified in para-
graph (a) of this section, will review
the action’s approval documents and
consult with the preparer of the ac-
tion’s environmental review document
prior to making site visits or request-
ing project status reports in order to
determine if there are environmental
requirements to be monitored.

(c) The preparer will directly mon-
itor actions containing difficult or
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complex environmental special condi-
tions.

(d) Before certifying that conditions
contained within offers of financial as-
sistance have been fully met, the re-
sponsible monitoring staff will obtain
the position of the preparer for those
conditions developed as a result of the
environmental review.

(e) Whenever noncompliance with an
environmental special condition is de-
tected by FmHA or its successor agen-
cy under Public Law 103-354 staff, the
preparer and the SEC will be imme-
diately informed. The approving offi-
cial will then take appropriate steps, in
consultation with the responsible pro-
gram office, the SEC and preparer, to
bring the action into compliance.

§1940.331 Public involvement.

(a) Objective. The basic objective of
FmHA or its successor agency under
Public Law 103-354’s public involve-
ment process is threefold. It is to en-
sure that interested citizens can read-
ily obtain knowledge of the environ-
mental review status of FmHA or its
successor agency under Public Law 103-
354’s funding applications, have the op-
portunity to input into this review
process before decisions are made, and
have access to the environmental docu-
ments supporting FmHA or its suc-
cessor agency under Public Law 103-354
decisions.

(b) Public notice requirements. (1) For
projects that undergo the preparation
of an environmental impact statement,
the first element of formal public par-
ticipation in the EIS process involves
the publication of the notice of intent
to prepare an EIS. The content of the
notice of intent and its publication by
FmHA or its successor agency under
Public Law 103-354 in the FEDERAL
REGISTER are explained in §1940.320 of
this subpart. With respect to notifica-
tion within the project area, the appli-
cant will be requested to publish a copy
of the notice of intent and the date of
the scoping meeting in the newspaper
of general circulation in the vicinity of
the proposed action and in any local or
community-oriented newspapers within
the proposed action’s area of environ-
mental impact. The notice will be pub-
lished in easily readable type in the
nonlegal section of the newspaper(s). It



